
The  National  Endowment  for
the  Arts  Announces  $27
Million in Grants to Support
the Arts

Three Delaware organizations will receive
$54,000 in federal grants

Wilmington, Del. (February 15, 2019) — As the only funder in
the country to support arts activities in all 50 states and
five U.S. jurisdictions, the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) announced that three Delaware organizations will receive
$54,000 in federal grants. This is the first of two major
grant announcements in fiscal year 2019 and includes three of
the  agency’s  funding  categories:  Art  Works  and  Challenge
America to support projects by nonprofit organizations, and
Creative  Writing  Fellowships.  Through  these  grants,  the
National Endowment for the Arts supports local economies and
preserves  American  heritage  while  embracing  new  forms  of
creative expression.

“The arts enhance our communities and our lives, and we look
forward to seeing these projects take place throughout the
country, giving Americans opportunities to learn, to create,
to heal, and to celebrate,” said Mary Anne Carter, acting
chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts.

Delaware Shakespeare will receive a Challenge America grant in
the amount of $10,000 to support a touring production of Romeo
and Juliet, with related outreach activities. Proposed guest
artist Lindsay Smiling will direct the production.

“Delaware Shakespeare is honored to be a recipient of an NEA
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Challenge America grant which will support our 2019 Community
Tour production of Romeo and Juliet,” said David Stradley,
producing artistic director of Delaware Shakespeare. “Our
tours, bringing professional theatre to the full spectrum of
humanity in our community by traveling to non-traditional
venues such as prisons, homeless shelters, and mental health
facilities, have been transformative for the organization and
for audiences. The national recognition and support for this
program from the NEA is a welcome affirmation for the vital
necessity of this work.”

OperaDelaware will receive an Art Works – Opera grant in the
amount  of  $14,000  to  support  new  productions  of  a  new
orchestral  reduction  of  Derrick  Wang’s  Scalia/Ginsburg  and
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury as part of the 2018-19
festival.

“We are humbled to receive this support and incredible vote
of confidence from the NEA for the fourth year in a row,”
said  Brendan  Cooke,  executive  director  of  OperaDelaware.
“This  year’s  award  allows  us  to  bring  Derrick  Wang’s
wonderful  opera,  Scalia/Ginsburg  to  Wilmington,  with  the
world premiere of a new orchestration of the work, crafted
specifically for our orchestra and the magnificent Grand
Opera House.”

The State Education Agency Directors of Education (SEADAE),
Delaware will receive an Art Works – Arts Education grant in
the  amount  of  $30,000  to  support  professional  development
training for teachers and teaching artists using the National
Core  Arts  Standards  as  the  basis  for  assessing  student
learning in the arts.

“It is a pleasure to be recognized by NEA regarding the work
we do in ensuring equitable access to arts instruction across
the  country,”  said  Joyce  Huser,  SEADAE  president  and
education  program  consultant,  fine  arts,  Kansas  State



Department of Education. “Through the support of the NEA, all
directors of the arts in state departments of education will
receive  the  professional  learning  they  need  to  support
students and teachers across the country.”

The full NEA grant descriptions follow:

Challenge America
The Challenge America category primarily supports small and
mid-sized organizations for projects that extend the reach
of  the  arts  to  underserved  populations—those  whose
opportunities  to  experience  the  arts  are  limited  by
geography,  ethnicity,  economics,  or  disability.

Art Works
Art  Works  is  the  NEA’s  principal  grantmaking  program
designed to support artistically excellent projects that
celebrate  our  creativity  and  cultural  heritage,  invite
mutual respect for differing beliefs and values, and enrich
humanity.

About the National Endowment for the Arts
Established by Congress in 1965, the NEA is the independent
federal agency whose funding and support gives Americans the
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  arts,  exercise  their
imaginations, and develop their creative capacities. Through
partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other
federal  agencies,  and  the  philanthropic  sector,  the  NEA
supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich
and diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote
equal access to the arts in every community across America.
For more information, visit www.arts.gov.

About the Delaware Division of the Arts
The Delaware Division of the Arts is an agency of the State of
Delaware. Together with its advisory body, the Delaware State
Arts Council, the Division administers grants and programs
that support arts programming, educate the public, increase
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awareness of the arts, and integrate the arts into all facets
of Delaware life. Funding for Division programs is provided by
annual appropriations from the Delaware General Assembly and
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal
agency. For more information about the Delaware Division of
the Arts, visit arts.delaware.gov or call 302-577-8278.
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